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"Dark Days” 
in-stores now by 
Roadrunner Records. 


Close your windows and lock your doors. The Tower of Power is here. You can run from its 460 watts 
of power, but you can’t hide. Massive dual-subwoofers shake the ground you walk on. It’s MP3 
Playback obliterates all sense of time and space. Get the HX-Z3 “Tower of Power” before it gets you. 
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5 Years Ago in this Magazine: 


Mick Foley's groovy alter-ego Dude Love made 
the cover...Vic Venom commented on the brewing 
U.S./Canada war within WWE...The late British 
Bulldog dished the dirt in an exclusive interview... 
Ken Shamrock's transition from ultimate fighting 
to the world of sports-entertainment was discussed... 
Shawn Michaels' recent return to rulebreaker status 
was the subject of an in-depth feature...Kevin Kelly 
pondered why Jerry "the King" Lawler would pub- 
licly deny being the father of Brian Christopher... 
Complete results of In Your House: Canadian Stampede 
were provided. 


10 Years Адо їп this Magazine: 


Native-American Superstar Tatanka graced the cover, 
and a feature inside looked at his rivalry with Rick 
“The Model” Martel...The return of Bob Backlund 
after an eight-year absence was proclaimed in 
“Newsbreakers”...Papa Shango was the subject of 
“Personality Profile”... Ex-convict Nailz granted a hard- 
hitting interview...Lou Gianfriddo chronicled an 
epic Intercontinental Ladder Match between Bret 
Hart and Shawn Michaels, the first Ladder Match in 
WWE history...Veteran scribe Keith Elliot Greenberg 
introduced readers to newcomer Razor Ramon. 


15 Years Ago in this Magazine: 


Bobby “The Brain” Heenan adorned the cover 
in all his splendor, and a story inside asked whether 
he or Jimmy Hart was the better manager... 
“Newsbreakers” reported on Sensational Sherri's 
victory over the Fabulous Moolah for the Women's 
title...In one of the more unusual installments of 
"Personality Profile," The British Bulldogs' canine 
mascot Matilda was featured...George "The 
Animal" Steele gave us a most unorthodox inter- 
view...A titanic struggle between Killer Khan and 
Outback Jack was covered in "Battle of the Titans"... 
The red-hot competition within the Tag Team Division 
was analyzed..."Million-Dollar Man" Ted DiBiase 
proudly proclaimed that "Every man has his price"... 
The birth of Ricky Steamboat's son Richard Jr. was 
reported in "Private Eye." 
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Tremendous Trish 


Dear Editor, 
| totally love your mag. | really liked 
the Trish Stratus story (“Pretty Tough,” 
August 2002) and how you showed that 
being beautiful is only half of women's 
wrestling—if that. | thought it was cool 
to learn that Trish's injury helped her to 
concentrate more on her in-ring work. | 
hope that Trish Stratus reigns as the 
WWE Women's Champion—she wears 
it with pride! 





Courtni Winkle 
Washington 


Greatness is Jericho 


Dear Editor, 
As a Canadian, | am very disappointed 
in the way our government is treating 
our own larger-than-life icon, Chris 
Jericho. A man of his greatness should 
be on the face of all our money. And with 
such a handsome face, we couldn't bear 
to spend it in large amounts. | also think 
we should have Jericho’s larger-than-life 
statue outside every arena throughout the 
nation. We should also change our nation- 
al anthem; instead of "O Canada," we 
would sing in praise of Jericho. Finally, 1 
say down with Canada Day. We should 
celebrate the larger-than-life Superstar's 
birthday, and send him large gifts while 
singing our new Jericho anthem. Long 
live the larger-than-life king! 
Denise Carter 
Stony Plain, Alberta, CA 





Eds. Note: Good grief, Denise, what's in 
the water up in the Great White North? 
And | thought the person with the poofy 
hair and the crown who you have on your 
money was Jericho! 


Where's RVD? 


Dear Editor, 

| have subscribed to W. Magazine for 
almost two years, and | have yet to see 
an interview or a poster of my favorite 
Superstar, Rob Van Dam. He is a two- 
time Intercontinental Champion and 
three-time Hardcore Champion. He has 
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Championship, and he didn't lose any 
of them fairly. He was also in the first- 
ever Hardcore Championship Ladder 
Match with Jeff Hardy (which he won). 
In ECW, he held the ECW Television 
Championship for 23 months. | could 
list more of RVD's accomplishments, 
but there wouldn't be enough room in 
the magazine. | think Rob Van Dam 
deserves as much respect as guys like 
The Rock and Undertaker. He may not 
have had a very long career in WWE, 
but he was in ECW for 12 years. If you 
can't do an RVD interview, please inter- 
view someone good like Hollywood Hulk 
Hogan or Shawn Michaels. 
Eric 
Via E-mail 


Eds. Note: Eric, you can be sure we'll be 
covering the very impressive RVD some- 
where in the near future. We're big fans 
of his as well. And from the “someone 
good” department, please enjoy this 
month's interview with Shawn Michaels, 


No PPV? Booooo! 


Dear Editor, 

I've been a fan of W. Magazine since | 
was little. One of my favorite sections of 
the magazine was the pay-per-view 
results, but since the July 2002 issue, 





you no longer include them, which has 

me disappointed. | would like to know 

why you chose not to put the PPV results 

in your magazine, and will you ever add 
them back in? 

RXtremeT807 

Via E-mail 


Eds. Note; The PPV results were moved to 
RAW Magazine for two months only, 
which allowed us to bring them back to 
W. Magazine in a much more timely 
fashion. They're back for good now, so 
please enjoy! 


The Good Life 


Dear Editor, 

The feature “Rollin” with the Rookie" in 
the August issue of W Magazine rocked. 
The article revealed all the Superstars 
have to do, all the time they spend away 
from home, and that anything can be 
accomplished if you work hard enough. 
This is the kind of article that makes you 
appreciate the Superstars more. After 
Maven won Tough Enough, he broke 
out and amazed everyone. | think he is 
the best—and he's hot, too! He will 
probably be one of the breakthrough 
WWE Superstars. 





Kelly B. 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, CA 









look out - you wild babes in hip-huggers & halters, flaunting your belly rings... 
„по way | ruin this look with a shirt. 
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WWE newcomer John Cena opened a 
lot of eyes when he went the distance with 
Kurt Angle in his official debut match 
last June on SmackDown! He may have 
lost the match, but it hasn't stopped him 
from taking advantage of his shot at 
Superstardom. And sources close to 
W. Magazine report that fans may not be 
the only ones who have taken notice. 
It's rumored that Cena has been 
offered backup from none other than 
the ever-stylish Rico. Apparently, the 
two have a history dating back to their 
days in WWE's developmental territory 
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Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW), 
where they held the Tag Team 
Championship together for 
an impressive length of time. 
Rico actually brought Cena 
into OVW as his protégé, and 
may be looking for the favor 
to be repaid. After all, hitching 
his wagon to Cenas rising 
star may be the fastest way 
for Rico to be taken seriously, 
instead of being looked at as 
just another pretty face. W 





Big Show Cleans out the Tower! 


The suits at WWE's corporate head- 
quarters in Stamford, Connecticut, have 
been buzzing ever since an incident that 
allegedly occurred there some weeks ago. 

According to what W Magazine could 
glean from witnesses, Big Show turned 
up in the company cafeteria after lengthy 
meetings with WWE officials. Apparently 
famished after the hours spent in con- 


The Many Talents 


Never let anyone get away with saying 
that WWE Divas are only good at looking 
good. Two of the hottest women on the 
roster have had great success in recent 
months at trying something a little 
different. 

In the case of the lovely Jacqueline, 
that's meant donning the black and white 
striped shirt for the intimidating task of 
being a WWE referee. If there's any Diva 
capable of maintaining order in the ring, 
it's her, and we've gotta admit, the shirt 
definitely looks better on her than on 
Earl Hebner! 

Our other multi-talented Diva is the 
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ference with the execs, Show tore through 
the cafeteria's food supplies with ruthless 
aggression. The staff on hand was com- 
pletely unprepared for the onslaught, and 
could only watch in horror as the giant 
quickly grabbed anything he could get 
his hands on. 

№5 believed that when all was said 
and done, a total of 12 cheeseburgers, 











6 pounds of french fries, 130 ounces of 
Dr. Pepper and untold amounts of gummi 
bears and Ho-hos had been consumed. 

Reportedly, an emergency situation 
was declared and the cafeteria had to be 
closed off to WWE office staff for several 
hours before the damage could be 
repaired and supplies could be properly 
replenished. W 


of the Divas 


alluring Terri, who recently stepped up 
to the mic to become a member of 
WWE's broadcast team. It's become quite 
entertaining lately to watch as the male 
Superstars try to keep their composure 
while being interviewed by her back- 
stage. Something about her just seems 
to distract them from whatever it was 
they were angry about! 

W. Magazine congratulates these 
two lovely ladies on their enterprising 
career enhancements. They are truly 
role models for aspiring young females 
everywhere. W 











Regal to 
Royal Family: 
Get Lost! 


Our European sources report that 
William Regal recently made waves 
in his native Great Britain for turning 
down one of the most coveted 
honors possible: membership in the 
Order of the British Empire (OBE). 
Established during World War | by 
King George V, the OBE is bestowed 
upon those who have made great 
contributions to Britain. Since then, 
its membership has read like an elite 
Who's Who of British society. 

It is believed that Regal's refusal 
of the honor stems from two key 
causes: The OBE membership of 





The Beatles, whose music Regal 
allegedly finds repellent and inap- 
propriate; and the inclusion in the 
Order of “lowly” American com- 
moners like Ronald Reagan, Norman 
Schwarzkopf and Steven Spielberg. 
There is no word on the royal 
family's response to Regal's effrontery, 
but it's safe to assume that the British 
Superstar's name has already been 
removed from Queen Elizabeth's 
Rolodex, and that his invitation to 
Prince William's 21* birthday gala 
next June has been revoked. W. 
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The Next Big Thing 
has arrived. 
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‚ you have before a match? 


* | always wear the same socks. | bring one pair of socks for the whole loop—a big, 
thick pair of work socks. We have four shows; | wear them, dry them out for the next 
time, wear them again, dry them out again. Until they're worn out, those will be my 
socks. | used to have a pair of knee pads that had a piece hanging off, and | wouldn't 
rip that piece off; I've since switched. | have one elbow pad that has a Velcro® rip on 
it that | always put on my right arm. | always try to make sure | wear a necklace, a 
choker of some sort. | don't know why; it's just a mental thing. So | have a few super- 
stitions, yeah. - Edge 


* | don't really like to talk to too 
many people before a match, fans or 
anything like that. If there's any fans 
around who want an autographed pic- 
ture or something, | usually say no. I’m 
not being rude; I’m just getting into the 
mode. | always make sure to say a 
prayer, and always make sure to do a 
few warm-up kicks, That's my pre-match 
ritual. — Chris Jericho 


* | always have to get the “Rico Rock” 
in there. Ask any of the Superstars 
what Rico does: it’s the “Rico Rock.” 
l'Il sit in a chair and rock back and forth 
while thinking about the match. You 
can ask anybody. | remember one time 
at FleetCenter, | was sitting up in a bal- 
cony, just rocking away, thinking about 
my match. The Brooklyn Brawler was 
in the ring, and he saw me rocking all 
the way up there. He walked all the 
way up to me and said, “Rico, are you 
okay?” | said, “Yeah, I'm fine. Why?” 
He answered, “Well, you're just rocking 
away. You got Tourette's?” | said, "No, 
this is how | focus.” - Rico 
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Go Backstage with 
Unforgiven.com 


For exclusive news, backstage gossip, in-depth results and all the 
dirt from WWE Unforgiven, check out www.wweunforgiven.com. 
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* | always double-tape for some reason. | call it my religion. It's a horses*** thing. | 
don't know why I do it. I've just always done it. | tape white tape, and then | put black 
tape over it, I've always got this mental thing that | go through to get myself in the 
proper mindset. - Chris Benoit 

* Before every single match, every day—and l've always done this, even before my 
first match some time back in 1990-1 stretch. Everybody freaks out over my stretch 
routine. They all say everybody should do that, but nobody does. If | have enough time 
to get my full routine in, it takes about 45 minutes to stretch, That's my insurance from 
getting injured in the ring. | put myself through more extreme situations during my 
stretch routine than I'll actually face in the ring. - Rob Van Dam 


* Always a prayer. — Kurt Angle 


What question(s) would you like to ask the Superstars? Send them to wwemag@wwe.com 


Fan Ро 


Who is the most exciting high-flyer in WWE? 


(4 Rob Van Dam 
Ц Jeff Hardy 


J Rey Mysterio 
J Billy Kidman 


Cast your vote online at WWE.com 


Check out the November issue of W Magazine for the 
results of last month's poll and another question. 
The results of the October's poll will appear in the December issue. 


pa d ' к Жу .J = m 
AUGUST Foll Results: 
Which Tough Enough winner do you think 
has the brightest future in WWE? 


Maven Jackie Linda Ма 
423% 267% 201% 109% 
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'And So much more  - 
CLUB ° CONCERTS RESTAURANT * SPECIAL EVENTS 


43rd & Broadway Times Square 212.398.2563 www.theworldny.com 
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WWE LIVE! @ 
Reno, NV 
(2:00pm) 

Ft. Worth, TX 
(7:00pm) 
1999: 
Legendary 
wrestler/ 
announcer 


Gorilla Monsoon | 


| passes away. | 
13 

WWE LIVE! @ 
Buffalo, NY 
(2:00pm) 

Calgary, Alberta, 
CA (2:00pm) 
National 
Children’s Day 


Stacy Keibler 


(Canada) | 


Rico 


SmackDown! 
LIVE! @ 


"| Lafayette, LA 


Rhyno 


Raw LIVE! & 
Las Vegas, NV 


| (5:30pm) 
| WWE LIVE! @ 


Tucson, AZ 


; (7:30pm) 


Raw LIVE! @ 


London, Ontario, 


| СА (7:30pm 


Columbus Day (US) 
Thanksgiv 
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(7:30pm) 


SmackDown! / 
LIVE! & 
Phoenix, AZ 
(7:30pm) - 


SmackDown! 
LIVE! E 


Toronto, Ontario, || 


CA (7:30pm) 


Eddie Guerrero 
Steven Richards 
Leif Erickson Day 


every Thursday 
8pm ET * 7pm CT 


1990: 


‚Chris Jericho ? 


« | Utica, NY 


Saturday 
5 
Terri Runnels 


WWE LIVE! E 
Sacramento, CA 
(7:30pm) 
Kansas City, MO 
(7:30pm) 


12212 
WWE LIVE! @ 


Tazz Rochester, NY _ 


(7:30pm) 


WWE LIVE! @ Edmonton, _ = 


| (7:30pm) 
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1999: 
| Chyna becomes 
|| the first, and 
| so far the only, 
|| woman to win 


a men's title, 
beating Jeff 
Jarrett for I-C 


| gold at No 


| WWE LIVE! e 
Texarkana, AR 
| (7:00pm) 


| Raw LIVE! O 
Nashville, TN 
(6:30pm) 


D'Lo Brown 1991: 

SmackDown! The first Hulk 

LIVE! & Hogan/Ric Flair 

| WWE LIVE! E Memphis, ТМ match takes 

| Jackson, TN (7:30pm) place in Dayton, 
(7:30pm) Ohio. 


Perry Saturn 


WWE LIVE! O 
Topeka, KS 


United Na Rebellion Tour e 
Day (US) LIVE! @ 
i Belfast, Ireland 


(7:30pm) 


29|. 
SmackDown! 
LIVE! E 
Grand Rapids, MI 
| (7:30pm) 


Halloween 
Whippleman 


WWE LIVE! e 
Toledo, OH 
(5:00pm) 

WWE Road to 
Rebellion Tour 
LIVE! E Sheffield, 
England (2:00pm) 


(7:45pm) | 





Live event dates correct as of press time. 
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Veritas. Chris Nowinski, the self- 
| proclaimed “smartest man in sports-entertainment,” 
believes that when it comes to succeeding in WWE, 

) brains аге more important than brawn. А Phi Beta 
Kappa scholar and 2000 graduate of Harvard 
# # University, Nowinski, the inaugural Tough Enough 
runner-up, has put together an impressive string of 
victories since debuting on Raw in June. 
“Never before has someone of my intellect and 
pedigree graced WWE's ring,” says Nowinski. 
“Harvard men run the world, and consid- 
ering how puerile and simple-minded 
the other Superstars are, all of them 
will soon be working for me.” 
< Certainly, the other WWE Super- 
М stars Would like nothing better 
than to beat the living tar out of 
| the Іуу League loudmouth, but 
] 
| 
3 





Mg 


that won't be easy. Nowinski 
trained under the legendary Walter 
| "Killer" Kowalski, the same man 
who first trained Triple H, and he 
was a standout defensive tackle 
for the Harvard football team. 
| Will. Nowinski prove that he 
КЕ all his fellow Harvard men 
1 . are superior? Or will he pay 
^ the price for his conde- 
scending attitude? The 
answers should come 
“sooner rather than 
later. Veritas. W 
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ERIC THE GREAT 


By Aaron Williams 





lorious, How else can you describe 

Eric Bischoff's triumphant arrival in 

WWE? The second-most innovative 
man in sports-entertainment history is 
here, and fans around the world shall soon 
be reaping the benefits of his wisdom, 
vision and generosity. 

(Before continuing my analysis of 
Bischoff's return, a note of thanks needs 
to go out to Vince McMahon, whose 
kindness—not to mention his genius and 
unselfishness—remains unmatched. Thank 
you, Mr. McMahon, for having the guts and 
foresight to hire a visionary like Eric Bischoff. 
Once again, you've proven that you put 
the interests of the fans and Superstars 
above your own. You have provided a fine 
example for the youth of America to follow, 
and | can only hope that the ungrateful 
masses, who unmercifully boo you, will see 
the light and give you the respect you have 
rightfully earned.) 

Back to Easy E...If ever there was a man 
who deserved to be called a prophet, it's 
Eric Bischoff. Where others see problems, 
he sees opportunity; where others seek 
revenge, he seeks peace; and where others 
feel fear and shrink from responsibility, 
he stands tall and faces danger head-on. 
And, he does it all with his subordinates' 
best interests at heart. 

(Before continuing with my examination 
of Bischoff’s character and experience, a few 
words need to be said about his impeccable 
fashion sense. To put it in terms that even 
most of you uneducated slobs can under- 
stand: Eric Bischoff is the best-dressed man 
in WWE. No one—not even the well-styled 
Rico—comes close. His Armani suits, Fabian 
Molina shirts, Cristophe hair cuts, Rolex 
watches and Gucci hand-crafted leather 
shoes boldly declare that he is better than 
you and rightfully belongs in the upper- 
echelon of society.) 





But back to Easy E, a man whose 
actions speak louder than his oh-so- 
eloquent words. First, he signed Triple H 
away from SmackDown! Face it, no one 
else in the world could have pulled off this 
one. Ric Flair couldn't. Stephanie couldn't. 
Only Bischoff, the greatest, most ruthless 
negotiator this small, blue planet has ever 
seen, could have pulled off such a coup 
in his first week on the job. And this was 
only the first of his many victories over the 
hopelessly outmatched SmackDown! team. 

If | were Stephanie, I'd stop trying to 
compete with The Bisch, and start copy- 
ing his every move. There's no shame in 
emulating a genius. Therefore, if | were 
advising Stephanie, | would simply say, 
"Be like Eric." 

(Before extolling how The Bisch has 
restored law and order to Raw, 1 must 
mention his athletic prowess. Did you know 
that he has a black belt in karate? Did you 
know that he was drafted by the 
Birmingham Vulcans of the now-defunct 
World Football League as well as the 
Atlanta Braves? Did you know that he nearly 
qualified for the 1976 U.S. Olympic team as 
a steeplechaser, and that he is a scratch 
golfer? Did you know that he still works out 
three hours a day, and has been approached 
by Jean-Claude Van Damme about produc- 
ing a martial-arts fitness infomercial with 
the former world champion kickboxer? 
Probably not. As most of you prove with 
the unintelligible, uninformed letters you 
send me every day, you don't know much.) 

But back to Easy E, the personification 
of law and order. Don't be fooled by the 
antics of those who might try to upstage 
him. Bischoff knows what he's doing. He 
may let others think that they're winning, 
and he may sacrifice a battle in order to 
win a war. Sometimes, he'll even feign 
weakness, but rest assured, his mind is 





still churning, and his will to be the best 
never weakens. In the end, those who 
oppose him will pay a serious price, and 
those who betray him will be banished 
from sports-entertainment forever. 

For all the ruthlessness he displays in 
the ring and the boardroom, Eric Bischoff 
is a kind and compassionate human being. 
He takes care of those less fortunate than 
himself, and always has words of advice 
for those who ask. He sits on the board of 
several major philanthropic organizations, 
and there are rumors circulating that he 
will be nominated for the prestigious 
Humanitarian of the Year Award. At times, 
he seems to good to be true. 

For those of you who think that | am 
biased in my opinion, and only choose to 
write about his good qualities, | researched 
his records and discovered that he missed 
a question on his college boards and 
scored a 1590. So please, don't accuse me 
of being biased. This column is reserved 
for "The Truth," and the truth is, Eric 
Bischoff is the best thing to happen to 
WWE in quite some time. W 
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Booker Т 


А the risk of saying, “We told you 
so,” well...we did. 


Harken back to the February 2002 issue of 
W Magazine and take note of the story entitled, 
“Booker T Will Rule in 2002.” While that claim 
might still not have come completely to fruition, 
the smart money says it will, and soon. Every 
outstanding attribute the experts have seen in 
Booker T for years has come through loud 
and clear in the past several weeks, and the best 
is yet to come. 

The five-time WCW Champion is on a roll 
like never before. Long after being forcibly jet- 
tisoned from the New World Order (nWo) by 
Shawn Michaels, Booker T stands taller than 
ever. He's firmly established himself as a leader, 
a deadly threat to those who oppose him, and 
a legitimate contender to seize the WWE 
Undisputed Championship at the moment of 
his choosing. 

For a clear indicator of Booker's status, all 
one needs do is stand by the backstage bulletin 
board—the one where the night's matchups are 
listed before a WWE show. It's the first place 
the Superstars head when they arrive for work, 
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SUCKAS 
BEWARE! 


Is On Fire 
Like Never 





By Mike Fazioli 


often before they even put down their 
luggage. Stand there and wait to see which 
Superstar goes pale, draws a deep breath and 


slinks away muttering profanities upon seeing 
the board. That's the unfortunate soul who drew 


Booker T. 

Yet, in the past, the top championship 
contenders were able to breathe easier seeing 
that Booker T's name was well down the 
card, nowhere near theirs. For a long while, 
Booker T looked like a classic case of blown 
opportunity. Fans and fellow Superstars alike 
scratched their heads and asked in amazement 
how a man with Booker's awesome talent could 
languish so far away from the title picture for 
so long. 

Quite simply, Booker was a case of being 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. He was 
at the vanguard of the ill-fated WCW/Alliance 
invasion, and immediately asserted himself by 
entering into high-profile wars with Stone Cold 
Steve Austin, Kurt Angle and, most notably, 
The Rock. The supreme confidence which 
now serves Booker so well was immediately 
evident as he boldly proclaimed that he, not 











The Rock，was indeed the“most electrifving man in sports- 
entertainment today.” 

Although he ultimately lost the WCW Championship to The 
Rock at the 2001 SummerSlam and came out on the short end 
of their rivalry—a claim shared by virtually every man who has 
locked horns with the Brahma Bull—Booker had served notice 
that he was a man to be reckoned with. 

But when the renegade group was 
vanquished at the 2001 Survivor Series, 
Booker T and its other members were 
cast into limbo for long months. For 
all of his talent and charisma, Booker 
was faced with a dilemma: Step up to 
the plate and seize control of his own 
destiny or face an inglorious end to a 
stellar career. 

One can almost picture Booker back 
then, getting that crazed look on his face 
as he stares intently at his outstretched 
hand and prepares to launch into his 
self-proclaimed “most electrifying move 
in sports-entertainment today," the 
Spin-a-roony, only this time he would be 
launching himself from near-oblivion to 
the top echelon of WWE. 


The Gold Standard 


Oddly enough, the rebirth of Booker T 
began when he attracted the often- 
disturbing attention of the Bizarre One 
himself, Goldust. When they were first 
paired as a tag team, it was obvious 





that the new duo was not of Booker's 
choosing. Hungry to return to the main- 
event mix, Booker saw this situation as 
an annoying distraction and a roadblock 
to his title dreams. 

Booker regularly berated and belittled 
his strange new partner, often to his own 
great amusement. Each of Goldust's new 
personae was greeted by a string of insults 
and one-liners from the Bookerman. Yet, 
against all odds, the team clicked. A win 
is a win, Booker realized, and slowly but 
surely he began to warm to Goldust, quirks 
and all. 

As “Good Ol’ J.R.” might say about 
Goldust, “them biscuits ain't cooked.” 
But as insane as he may seem, Goldust is 
a highly decorated sports-entertainment 
veteran in his own right, and between the 
ropes he knows his stuff cold. He didn't 
just randomly choose Booker T as the object of his freaky 
friendship. Yes, Goldust is crazy—like a fox; he knew full well 
that this was the guy to hitch his gold-painted wagon to. In his 
own erratic way, he helped harness Booker's awesome talent 
and direct it to greater heights. And, although he'd never 
acknowledge it publicly, Booker will forever be grateful to the 
Bizarre One for that. 








Booker T is known for reminding just 
about anyone who will listen that he is 
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Bash at the Beach 
July 9, 2000 
Daytona Beach, FL 

It was one of the most controversial nights in WCW history, 
as Hulk Hogan walked out of the company after getting 
screwed by management in his Heavyweight title match with 
champion Jeff Jarrett. The title picture was in total disarray, 
and desperately needed someone to step up to the plate to 
restore order. Booker T turned out to be that man, defeating 
Jarrett later in the night for his first World title. 


Fall Brawl 2000 
September 17, 2000 


Black-and-White Nightmare 


Looking back at Booker's short-lived stint in the nWo, it's all 
too easy to say it was a failure. He never fully clicked with Big 
Show, X-Pac or Kevin Nash, and he was literally booted from 
- the faction by a well-placed Superkick from Shawn Michaels. 


Monday Nitro 
March 26, 2001 


Panama City, FL 





But the argument can be made that Booker's stint in the nWo 
was the most instrumental time in his entire career. 
Throughout the long history of the nWo, new members 
have been inducted and immediately made subservient to who- 
ever was calling the shots for the black and white at the time. 
But immediately after Ric Flair shocked the world by drafting 
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an unsuspecting Booker into 
the group，Booker began 
vying for leadership. Не 
brazenly began lobbying to 
have X-Pac— "that ratty- 
looking little sucka 一 ban- 
ished from the group in 
favor of Goldust, despite the 
fact that X-Pac's nWo back- 


ground is deeper than any other member except for Nash. 

Rather than play the part of meek newcomer, Booker sought 
to draw as much of the spotlight onto himself as possible. 
Refusing to accept his marching orders from Nash, Booker 
bucked the system and started calling the shots himself. He 
would demand the P.A. announcer cut the nWo theme music 
after matches so the audience “could get what they really paid 
their money for” —Booker's own music and his Spin-a-roony. 
These actions certainly did not endear him to the other members 
of the nWo, but Booker couldn't have cared less. He was looking 
out for No. 1 now, and if Nash and the rest of the gang didn't 
like it, well, they were just a bunch of suckas anyway. 

Upon returning to the scene and taking the helm of the 
New World Order along with Nash, Michaels had no choice but 
to blast Booker out of the group. But since then, he's realized 
that as big a pain as Booker was inside the group, he was more 
dangerous as an enemy. 

The bottom line of Booker's nWo experience was this: He's 
a leader, not a follower. He's the guy whose coattails you ride to 
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the top. Never again would he be a mere footsoldier, 
marching to the beat of someone else’s drum. It’s his 
time now, and his destiny. The rest of WWE can just sit 
back and watch the rocket blast off into the heavens. 


Suckas Need Not Apply 


Slowly but surely, many of Booker T's fellow 
Superstars are coming to grips with what the prescient 
Goldust saw months ago. Booker has begun to assemble 
a faction of his own choosing—men who can follow his 
lead and watch his back. 

Front and center is Goldust himself, who has become 
something of a consigliere—think Tom Hagen from The 
Godfather saga, but in drag—to the Bookerman. Booker has 
come to rely on Goldust's insights, however strangely they 
may be couched. He still revels in lambasting Goldust for his 
ridiculous costumes and creepy antics, but a true leader keeps 
his troops in line any way he can. j 

There's never been more buzz around Booker T than now. 
The rest of the WWE locker room can sense it. Before long, 
the roster will be divided into two camps—those who want to 
climb on board the “Spin-a-roony Express” and those who 
want to destroy Booker T once and for all. 

But there's no gray area anymore. Booker T is not about to 
fall through the cracks again. You're with him, or you're against 
him, but you can't ignore him or hope he'll spin his way into 
oblivion. The moral to this story for the rest of the WWE roster 
is this: choose wisely. Booker T has but two lists, allies and suckas. 
And nobody wants to be a sucka. W. 
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By Aaron Williams 


Shawn Michaels Is Still 
Battling the Odds— 
and Still Winning 


iii а [7 


It was the moment Shawn Michaels had been 
Waiting more than four years for. The infamous theme music 
was about to blare over the loudspeakers, and a long-dormant 
phenomenon was about to be reborn. The T-shirt still fit, 
like he'd never taken it off in the first place. Triple H—one 
of his oldest and best friends—stood at his side, slapped him 


hard on the back and asked, 


About 20 seconds before his music cued, he lost contact with 
he material world, and his career—one of the absolute best in 
he history of the industry—flashed before his eyes: his WWE 
debut in 1988 with Marty Jannetty as one of The Rockers; 
winning the Intercontinental title for the first time at Survivor 
Series in 1992; winning his first Royal Rumble in 1993; his 
adder match against Razor Ramon at SummerSlam in 1995; 
his World Championship victory over Bret Hart in the Iron Man 
atch at WrestleMania XII; his epic battle with Undertaker in 
the very first Hell in the Cell match; and finally, the flash of 
ike Tyson's right hand just before it struck his face at his last 
Ше match in 1998 at WrestleMania XIV. A three-time WWE 








“Ате you ready?" 


Champion and the first Grand-Slam winner (having won the 
World, Intercontinental, Tag Team and now-defunct European 
championships), indeed, Shawn Michaels was the very best of 
them all. 

Not since that fateful night in Boston in 1998 had 
the Heartbreak Kid strutted to the ring as a member of 
D-Generation X. So much had happened in those ensuing 
years. Michaels, who battled Stone Cold Steve Austin that night, 
despite an excruciating back injury which forced him to undergo 
spinal-fusion surgery and sent him into retirement immediately 
after that match, had maintained a checkered, but always loyal, 
relationship with WWE. Most recently, he had been summoned 
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SERIQUS SAM 


back by his old running buddy Kevin Nash 
to take part in the restoration of the New 
World Order (nWo). 

But now, even that seemed an eternity 
ago. Nash was sidelined by a serious quadri 
ceps injury, and the nWo had been dis- 
banded for good. Rather than pack his 
bag and ride off into the sunset one more 
time, Michaels decided to team up with 
another longtime friend, Triple H. It was 
Michaels who implored “The Game” to 


choose Eric Bischoff's Raw team over ex- 
wife Stephanie McMahon's SmackDown! 
crew, saying he and Triple H could raise 
hell once again like in the old days. 
When the music hit, it was just like old 
times: Triple H and the Heartbreak Kid, 
cockily strutting down the ramp in DX 
colors as the arena went berserk. Michaels 
was feeding off the unbelievable eneray 
from the crowd; he hadn't been so fired up 
in years. He was clearly basking in the 








moment as Triple Н dipped back into the 
DX bag of tricks for his “Let's get ready to 
suck it!” intro. 

Which is why Michaels never saw the 
Pedigree coming. He and the rest of the 
world were shocked by the totally unex- 
pected attack. The euphoria and nostalgia 
of the DX reunion had lasted only 30 
seconds before Triple H laid it—and 
Michaels—to waste. He had been stabbed 
in the back and drawn into combat by 
someone he respected and trusted. But 











W. Magazine: What's the real reason 
that Shawn Michaels came back to 
WWE? 

Shawn Michaels: | wanted to come 
back to be with my buddies, like Kevin 
Nash, and have some fun. Unfortunately, 
Kevin got hurt and the nWo fell apart, 
but we re still going to have some fun out 


this was the moment when, at long last, 
the old Shawn Michaels truly returned. 

Now, HBK was back. But with his bad 
back still very much a factor and being 
opposed by the very best in the busi- 
ness—"The Game "一 the odds were 
stacked high against him. But he wasn't 
fazed. 

Shawn Michaels has been battling the 
odds his entire career. His critics said he 
was too small to become World Champion, 
and that he was too cocky to survive in 


there—and raise a few eyebrows. 


W: When you came back to WWE, Kevin 
Nash was the undisputed leader of the 
nWo. Did you come back aiming to take 
his spot, or were you content to stand by 
his side? 

Michaels: Well, Kevin's seven-feet-tall 


he rough-and-tumble world of sports- 
entertainment. He proved them wrong 
hen, just as he is now intent on proving 
wrong those who believe that the end of 
he nWo and Triple H's betrayal signal 
he end of his comeback. 

Never one to back away from speaking 
iis mind, Michaels recently discussed his 
reasons for returning to WWE, his fractured 
relationship with Triple H, as well as 
many other issues in this exclusive W 
Magazine interview. 





and 300 pounds, so if he wanted to be 
the leader, then he was going to be the 
leader. 1 had no problem with that. He 
founded the organization, and he wanted 
me to be a part of it years ago. 
Everybody knows that the nWo and 
D-Generation X, which I founded, were 
two branches of the most famous group 
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Word Association: 


We Kevin Nash? 


Michaels: Best friend. 


W: Big Show? 
Michaels: Like a big teddy bear. 


W: Goldust? 
Michaels: Too funny. 


W: Ric Flair? 
Michaels: My idol. 


W: Kurt Angle? 
Michaels: Just about the most 
talented guy here. 


W: Booker Т? 

Michaels: More talented than 
I thought. Sorry to do what 1 
had to do to him. 


W: Vince McMahon? 
Michaels: Very loyal, patient, 
been my buddy. 


W: Hollywood Hulk Hogan? 
Michaels: Still the legend. 


in sports-entertainment history, the Kliq. 
I respect Kevin for being the founder of 
the nWo, and I'm sure he respects me for 
being the founder of DX, so it wasn't a 
problem. 

We've been around too long to have 
any jealousy or animosity towards each 
other. Friends, like Kevin and me, don't 
compete with each other for anything— 
except maybe friendship. The only time 
we get upset is when we're not having fun; 
then we might think there's a problem. 


W: So as the founding member of DX, 
you didn't have any reservations about 
joining the nWo, which at one time was 
a competing faction? 
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Michaels: Way back, when we 
made our infamous "Curtain Call" 
at Madison Square Garden, we 
set our goal to be on top of both 
WWE and WCW, to pretty much 
take over the business. And we 
were pretty successful. I was the 
World Champion here, Kevin was 
the World Champion there. Triple H 
was second here, and Scott [Hall] 
was second there. So, we pretty 
much accomplished what we set 
out to do. 


W: Speaking of the Kliq and how 

close you all were over the years, that 
must have made Triple H's betrayal even 
harder to take. One of vour oldest and 
most trusted friends betrays you, assaults 
you and forces you out of retirement. 
Beyond the physical pain, how much did 
that hurt you personally? 
Michaels: More than І can express. 
Triple H and I haven't always seen eye- 
to-eye on things, especially the way he 
took over DX after I lost the title to Austin 
in 1998, and told the world that I had 
"dropped the ball." But I thought all of that 
was behind us, that we were cool again. 
Interesting way to find out we weren't cool, 
huh? 





W: Considering the seriousness of your 
back condition, did you have any 
thoughts of just leaving WWE following 
Triple H's attack, rather than face him in 
the ring at SummerSlam? 

Michaels: Maybe for a split second, but 
no longer than that. Of all people, Triple H 
had to know that there was no way I was 
going to let that stand. You don't just lay 
out Shawn Michaels like that and humiliate 
him without some payback coming your 
way. ІҒа been a long time since l've been 
in the ring and in battles like that, but I’m 
still Shawn Michaels. Triple H had to know 
that Га never let that slide. I think he 
found that out. 











W: During all those years away, was it 
hard to be so close to the action and not 
be able to get involved inside the ring? 
Michaels: Not really. I didn't miss get- 
ting beat up. You have to remember that 
I got tossed around an awful lot back in the 
day. I’m not seven feet and 300 pounds, 
so I didn't miss that aspect of it. I did miss 
the good stuff, which Гуе done a bit of, 
like Superkicking people. So, I was doing 
the best part of this job, which is beating 
people up, without getting beat up. 


W: You're one of the great champions 


of all time, yet in your last title match 
you were left lying on the canvas from a 
Mike Tyson right hand. Does that bother 
you? 

Michaels: | don't judge my legacy in 
this line of work on one match. 1 judge it 
over my whole career. That was a very big 
match, and Steve Austin was coming to 
the forefront. Mike Tyson played a part 
in that, and while 1 definitely would 
have preferred to win that match and not 
get punched by Tyson, it doesn't bother 
me. I think my career speaks for itself. 


Ws In your absence, quite a few Super- 
stars have stepped up. Some are now 
top-flight Superstars, and others are 
on the verge of breaking out. Are there 
any in particular who you're impressed 
with? 

Michaels: There are a lot of guys that 
I'm impressed with. l'm impressed with 
Brock Lesnar and Rob Van Dam. I think 
Booker T is great. And, there's one young 
kid, by the name of Ric Flair, that l've 
always liked. He's got a lot of potential, 


and I think that if he keeps at it, gets 
some experience, and puts in a little more 


time, he might turn out to be someone. 
(Laughs) 


W: What are some of the bigger dif- 
ferences in you since you 
were last here? 

Michaels: Obviously, age 
changes people. Hopefully, 
I'm a little bit more mature, 
a little wiser. I think I’m a bit 
craftier. The fans might see 
a little bit different Shawn 
Michaels out there. Now I’m 
still going to be raising a 
ruckus and doing stuff that 
only Shawn Michaels can, 
but I'll be doing it in perhaps 
a slightly different manner. 


W: Could there be another 
Shawn Michaels lurking in 
this locker room? 

Michaels: No. | think there 
are people with more talent 





in some aspects of the business, but 1 
don’t see anyone who puts it all together 
the way I did. It doesn't mean it won't 
happen, but from what Гуе seen, I haven't 
seen anyone who can put it all together 
the way I did. W 
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THE NEXT GENERATION 





By Brian Solomon 





or years now, WWE has had 
more than its fair share of 
gorgeous, talented women. These 
ladies have come to be known affec- 
tionately as the Divas, and they keep 
fans glued to their TV sets as much as 
the male Superstars, if not more so. With 
the recent separation into the Raw and 
SmackDown! franchises, WWE has 
stepped up to the challenge of keeping 
fans of both groups satisfied with the 
level of Diva action. 
In order to accomplish that goal, 
WWE's Talent Committee has opened 





the doors to a new crop of young Divas, 
all eager to strut their stuff and show 
exactly why they belong. The four new- 
comers compose an entirely new breed 
of WWE Diva, combining athleticism 
and attractiveness with cunning deter- 
mination. They look good, and they 
know it. They're also not afraid to get 
their hands dirty, which is what's required 
of anyone looking to rise to the top in the 
untamed jungle known as WWE. 

Here's a look at the fearsome four- 
some of femme fatales who have become 
the talk of fans and Superstars alike. 






Dawn Marie 


When WWE came calling a 























her for anything the sports-en 





more than her good looks. Af 
her WWE contract, she threw 











fundamentals and honing her at 
so that for the first time, she 


the ECW-era Dawn Marie. Wi 
growing arsenal of maneuvers 


Jersey girl. 





















From the rough-and-tumble world of 
ECW to the glitz and glamour of WWE, 
the sultry Dawn Marie has indeed come a 
long way. She first broke into the business 
as a valet/manager on the independent 
scene in her native New Jersey, appearing 
at the side of former Superstars like Tony 
Atlas and “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka. In 1998, 
she entered the world of extreme, debuting 
in ECW as the manager of the Impact 
Players (Lance Storm & Justin Credible). 
By the time ECW folded in January 2001, 
she had led the Impact Players to two 
ECW Tag Team titles and Steve Corino to 
the ECW Heavyweight Championship. 
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through the ropes as an active competitor. 
Today's Dawn Marie is light years beyonc 
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ago, Dawn Marie was ready. Her time in 
the hardcore realm of ECW had prepared 
ertainmen 
world could throw at her. But this time 
around, she was determined to show of 
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skills, 
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hold her own with the likes of Trish Stratus, 
Molly Holly and Jazz, this Dawn Marie is 
ready to show she's more than just another 
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Jackie Gayda 


Her extra-curricular activities on Tough 
Enough 2 instantly made her the hottest topic 
of discussion on the show, and her selection 
as one of the winners last spring surprised 
many. She hasn't been here long, but it 
already seems that controversy follows Jackie 
Gayda wherever she goes. And perhaps out 
of all the new generation of Divas, she has 
taken to the WWE environs the quickest. 

Many have commented that Jackie's 
tantalizing appearance had something to 
do with her selection as a Tough Enough 
winner, and she'd be the first to welcome such 
comments; thus far, she has demonstrated a 
willingness to use her physical appeal to her 
advantage. Almost immediately, she began 
endearing herself to Mr. McMahon, whose 
weakness for the fairer sex has been well- 
documented on WWE broadcasts in the past. 

While she still has some room for improve- 
ment with her in-ring abilities, Jackie shows 
signs of being able to transcend squared circle 
competition to become a true breakout Diva. 
Her presence and self-confidence may be 
enough to push her to the enviable position 
of the most desired female of WWE fans 
everywhere. 























































Linda Miles 


Linda Miles may be the most athleti- 
cally gifted woman in WWE today, and 
perhaps ever. She was a standout basket- 
ball player at Rutgers University, holding 
the career record for most games played, 
and was in serious consideration for a 
spot in the WNBA. But Linda had plans 
of glory in another area of athletic 
endeavor: sports-entertainment. She was 
chosen to compete in Tough Enough 2, 
and distinguished herself on the program 
from the word go. It was almost a fore- 
gone conclusion when she was selected 
as one of the winners at the end of the 
season. 








With her lean, muscular, six-foot 
frame, Linda truly has a unique look for 
a WWE Diva. Her athletic experience 
has made her a quick study as far as the 
fine art of wrestling goes, and she has 
shown amazing progress since her debut 
on Raw several months ago. Of all the 
women profiled here, she is hands-down 
the most likely to be the first to capture 
the WWE Women's Championship. If 
she can completely master the demands 
of in-ring competition, there's literally 
no telling how far she can go. 

Linda has already shown she under- 
stands how the dog- 
eat-dog world of WWE 
operates, not hesitating 
a moment when her 
Tough Enough 2 co- 
champion Jackie Gayda 
violently turned on her 
during one of their first 
Raw appearances. 
Taking it all in stride, 
Linda demonstrated 
the kind of gritty killer 
instinct she'll need in 
order to live up to her 
potential. 











Of these four newcomers, WWE 
fans have been acquainted with 
Nidia the longest. And it seems like 
they waited forever for her to finally 
make her impact. One of the two 
winners of the original Tough 
Enough last year, there was a 
tremendous amount of attention 
focused on her right from the start. 
But unlike her counterpart Maven, 
who began almost immediately to 
make a name for himself on WWE 
telecasts, Nidia left the public eye 
at the contest's conclusion. 

But as it turns out, this shrewd 
and calculating young lady was merely biding her 
time, waiting for the right moment to strike. When 
her off-screen relationship with The Hurricane 
came to an end earlier this year, it provided just 
the opening she needed. Eager for revenge 
against her ex-beau, she enlisted the help of 
her new boyfriend, former WCW cruiserweight 
Jamie Noble. 

Together, the duo has become a veritable 
trailer-park-trash couple from hell. In the process, 
Nidia has shown a side of her that viewers of 
Tough Enough probably never thought existed. 
But that's what it takes to be a Diva: reaching 
down and exposing that part of yourself that 
self-inhibitions may have previously caused you 
to hide. And it's certainly paid off so far, as 
Nidia was able to guide her man to a victory 
over The Hurricane for the Cruiserweight title 
at King of the Ring. 
















































he Divas who have populated the WWE 

locker room before this incursion—women 

like Ivory, Jacqueline, Trish Stratus, Molly, 
Terri, Stacy Keibler and Torrie Wilson, along 
with the currently sidelined Lita and Jazz—would 
be wise to take keen notice of these newcomers. 
The rules have changed. The Women's Division 
has grown to a size never before seen in WWE 
history, and it only follows that the competition 
to stay ahead of the pack will be heating up 
accordingly. And it will be the distinct pleasure of 
WWE fans everywhere to sit back and enjoy the 
chaos. W. 
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He wears it to raise desperately needed funds for HIV/AIDS care services, education and vaccine development, Over half a 


million people have chosen to wear The Bracelet. What about you? Available at: The Body Shop; Kenneth Cole; Tower Records; 
Virgin Megastore; Ben Bridge Jewelers and other fine retailers. Or visit WWW.UNTIL.ORG or call 1-800-88-UNTIL to order. 





Gregory Hurricane” 





Helms comes of age 


By Seth Mates 


he Hurricane returns to the locker room after a recent 
match, sweat still dripping from his body. Just moments 
before, he thrilled a sold-out crowd with all of his signature 
moves, engaging in yet another high-flying, fast-paced 
cruiserweight classic. And, as is usually the case, he finished 
with his arm raised in victory. 
Nov, still a little out of breath, he throws his cape into the 
corner of the locker room and looks into the mirror, staring 
first at the “Н” on his chest and then at the green-and-black 
mask on his face. He smiles, slowly takes off the mask and 
puts it on a nearby table. 
He's about to shower and get changed, but he can't resist 





looking in the mirror and smiling again. After all, life is good 
these days for Gregory “Hurricane” Helms. As a kid, he 
dreamed of being one of two things: a superhero or a wrestler. 
He got his wish. Now he gets to do both, entertaining audiences 
from coast to coast on a nightly basis. 

As the boisterous, charismatic Hurricane, he has had more 
than his fair share of humorous, wacky moments—standing 
up to Kane, riding in the Hurri-cycle, and trying to chokeslam 
Big Show. But mixed into his colorful comedic repertoire has 
been some of the best mat action in the world. Whether 
going up against the heavyweights or flying around with the 
cruiserweights, The Hurricane has done it all. 





Best of all, being The Hurricane has helped the young grappler 
build one of the largest fan bases of any Superstar in World 
Wrestling Entertainment. When the lights go out and the familiar 
“Stand back!” line hits, the audience rises out of their seats, 
cheering him from the time he walks down the aisle until he 
hits that final chokeslam. 

The smile fades for a moment, as The Hurricane's expression 
turns to one of curiosity. He slowly puts the mask in front of 
his face again, then puts it down. He reflects for a moment on 
the past year as The Hurricane, and then 
visualizes his eventual goal—to one day b: 
WWE Undisputed Champion. Getting ther 
will be hard work, and it will mean takin 
things extremely seriously. Can a Superstar 
who wears a green cape and mask actually 
be taken seriously? 

Eventually, curiosity turns into confidence. 
This superhero knows it's his time to shine— 
as well as his time to get serious. 

“I know some people don't always take 
me seriously," The Hurricane tells W. Magazine. “But they'll find 
out soon enough. The fans have gotten behind me more than 
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in the ring, 


12 УУ Magazine 


‘When its time to turn up 
the heat and get serious 


I'm going to do. 





ever lately. They know that when I get mad, some crazy stuff 
is going to happen." 

For months now, fans have seen a more serious side of the 
superhero. Longtime fans will remember when The Hurricane— 
then known as "Sugar Shane" Helms—took a similar serious 
approach in the old WCW, an approach which made him one 
of the most respected youngsters in that organization. He 
repeatedly stole the show on WCW Monday Nitro and Thunder, 
and developed a huge fan following. 

The Hurricane quickly pinpoints the 
exact moment he knew he had to toughen 
up—an encounter with a champion from 
Tough Enough. When vengeful ex-girlfriend 
Nidia returned, he says 
Was over. 

“Now, I'm dealing with personal issues,” 
he says. “I always like 
time, but what Nidia dic 


he knew playtime 


thats what 


to have a good 





made me angry. 


I'm going to show her and everyone else 
what The Hurricane can do when he's 
serious. Nidia brought that out in me. Good for me, bad for 
her—and everyone else that gets in my way.” 




















Although The Hurricane acknowledges 
that his problems with Nidia started his 
transformation to a more serious super- 
hero, he says it didn't take long for him 
to figure out that an attitude change could 
be just the thing to propel him to new 
heights in WWE. He's already got the 
wrestling acumen, the fan support and 
the heart. All he needed was for fans to 
see him as more than just a comic-book 
character. 








“My fans are 
going to be happy,” 
he says. “I’m going 
to show them that 
viciousness and determination can be part of my repertoire. 
The Hurricane is going to a whole new level. I’m still going to 
have fun, but when it's time to turn up the heat and get serious 
in the ring, that's what I’m going to do.” 

Moving to that "next level" will mean that The Hurricane 
will have to slowly move out of the Cruiserweight Division, an 


assemblage of Superstars he has enjoyed great success against 
this past year. As talented and entertaining as they are, The 
Hurricane says it's time to start playing with the big boys. 

"The Hurricane isn't going to be intimidated by any heavy- 
weights," he said. “Гуе competed against them in the past, and 
I wasn't intimidated. They should be intimidated by me. I'ma 
superhero.” 

Need proof that The Hurricane can hang with the heavy- 
weights? There are currently four Superstars on the WWE roster 
who feature the chokeslam as part of their arsenal —Big Show, 
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Undertaker, Kane...and The Hurricane. When the superhero 
first grabbed his opponent by the neck and signaled for the 

maneuver, fans rolled their eyes, as if to say, “No way.” 
But he now hits the move on a regular basis; in fact, 


it has become one of his signature maneuvers, and 
the fans no longer question his ability to get the 
job done. 

"You hear how loud people cheer for me to 
do the chokeslam?" The Hurricane asks, smiling. 
"They love it. І can go in, do a thousand moves, 
even do a new move every match, but 
for some reason people still want to 
see the chokeslam. The first time I 
ever attempted it was on Big Show, 4 
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and the people just went crazy; me trying to chokeslam Show 
or powerbomb Kane, or in the Royal Rumble when I 
grabbed Steve Austin and Triple H by their necks and I 
was going to chokeslam them both. Then when I finally 
hit the chokeslam, the fans went crazy. Now, every time 
e ж- І grab someone, they know І сап do it, so they're 
QA „Ж, behind те.” 
Ap | ^ \ Chokeslams aside, the question remains: Is it 
mw rt possible to be a superhero—complete 
ч with goofy hijinks and laugh-out- 
Та loud moments 一 while being taken 

seriously by the fans and seen as a 

legitimate contender for top titles? 
Thus far, that has seemed to be the 
case. And The Hurricane, for 
one, hopes to continue down 
that path, because he says 
when he puts on that mask and 
cape, it's go-time. 

“When I put on my mask, 
the adrenaline starts flowing 
immediately," he said. “I start 
getting intense, the sweat starts 
going, and І get ready to go. 1 
can't wait to get to that ring 
and fight. I like fighting all the 
tough guys of WWE. And I like 
to have a good time." 

And although his outward 
appearance is flashy and bois- 
terous, when he gets in that 
ring, he's all business. 

"A lot of people used to 
think I was only about having 
a good time, and about wearing 
my mask and cape," he says. 
"Well, there's one more thing 
I want to wear: the WWE 
Undisputed Championship title 
belt. That's how serious I am. 

"If there ever comes a time 
to take off the mask and cape, 
then ГЇЇ do it, but ГЇЇ still be 
"The Hurricane,’ and Tl still 
be the same guy," he says. 
"We all have to evolve. Times 
change and people change, and 
you can t stay the same. That's 
why these days, you're seeing 
a bigger, better and badder 
Hurricane.” W 
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„When you're the Big 
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here was a problem with the Mercury 
Mountaineer that we rented for the Big 

Show. 

“I can't fit in a Mountaineer,” the 7-foot-1, 
500-plus-pound titan said, as he alighted from 
his flight at New York's LaGuardia Airport. 

"It's the biggest car they had.” 

"It's not big enough for me,” answered Show. 
"Can you see if they have a full-size Cadillac?" 

There weren't any Cadillacs in the Hertz 
parking lot, but they did have a 15-seat van. 
It took the Hertz staff a half-hour to customize 
it—removing a row of seats so the Big Show 
could stretch out—before we could take it out 
of the airport. But just before we got on the 

highway, Show decided that he wanted to drive. 

And so our 72 hours with the largest man 
in the squared circle began, with the June sun 
beating down on our passenger van, as the 


Big Show headed towards the skyscrapers of 
Manhattan. 
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morning flight from Washington, DC, 

with former First Lady and current 
New York State Senator Hillary Rodham 
Clinton occupying the same cabin as a 
collection of WWE Superstars. At one 
point, she made eye contact with Bradshaw 
and smiled. 

“I like what you guys do,” she told 
him, reminiscing about watching Cowboy 
Bill Watts’ old promotion on television 
when she inhabited the Arkansas State 
House with her husband, future President 
Bill Clinton. 

Big Show missed the exchange. As 
always, he was seated in the first row of 
the aircraft, on the right, his left leg pro- 
truding into the aisle to soothe an old 
knee injury. 

“I don't like having anyone sitting in 
front of me when I fly,” he explained. 
“Otherwise, there’s always some short guy 
who decides to crank his seat all the way 
back and crush me." 

On the 59th Street Bridge, Big Show 
spoke about his family. His grandfather, 
Jay George Wight, an electrician, stood 
six-foot-five, along with the Show's father, 
Paul, Sr., a pilot and mechanic. 

“If you've ever seen Bluto from the 
Popeve cartoons, you'd know what my 
father looked like," he said. *He wore this 
baseball cap down over his face. But when 
you said something he didn't like, the 
cap would come up and his eyes would 
pop out." 

Like the late Andre the Giant, Paul, Jr. 


| thad been a short but eventful Saturday 


Mo 


Mike Ramchandari, owner of Mohan's tailor shop in Manhattan, measures Big 





ue 


Show's epic proportions for some custom-made clothing. Mohan's has made 
clothes for giants from WWE and the NBA, but never for anyone of Show's size. 


was born with acromegaly—sometimes 
called “gigantism”—a. disease that causes 
an excessive secretion of growth hormones. 
But, unlike Andre, the disorder was 
detected in Show when he was young, 
and, at age 20, he had an operation to 
have the tumor associated with acromegaly 
removed. The intention was to prevent 
Paul from growing even more and, hope- 
fully, increase his life span. 

Still, as we pulled up to a red light on 
the Manhattan side of the bridge, Big 
Show conceded that he didn't expect to 


die of old age: “You don't see too many 
guys my size live past 50 [Andre died at 
46]. When you're this big, it takes its toll. 
I'm not being morbid about it, I’m being 
realistic. A lot of people think they'll live 
forever, and the truth is that life goes on 
without us. So I try to enjoy life as much 
as І can, treat people well, and make ап 
impact." 

Clearly, his arrival had an effect on 
the staff at Mohan's, a 42nd Street tailor. 
Even before he took the elevator up to 
the shop, the predominantly Indian-born 








Gonzales，Big Boss Мап.” Не 
gestured at Big Show. “But he 
is the biggest in every way.” 

To prove his point, Mike dis- 
played a note pad. Big Show 
boasts a 62" chest, 431/2" 
sleeves, 24 1/2" collar, 53" waist 
and 61" hips. Today, Show 
needed something specific: two 
double-breasted suits, one jacket, 
and three pairs of pants. 

Mike was thrilled to meet the 
challenge. But his staff had a 
difficult time concentrating on 
anything but their celebrity 
visitor. Sixty-six-year-old Ram 
Kaladeen—a white-haired man 
partial to spectacles and sus- 
penders—actually lunged at the 
giant and tugged on his arm. 
Then, surveying Show's 15-inch fist, Ram 
marveled, "That hand is big for me, boy." 

Finishing at Mohan's, and because he 





workers were buzzing about their famous 
quest, spreading out photos of the WWE 
Superstar in anticipation. When Big Show 
crossed the threshold, he was 
peppered with greetings in 
heavily accented English, along 
with praise for his work in the 
ring and the WWE product as 
a whole. 

Owner Mike Ramchandari 
first gained fame in the New 
York sports world when he 
made a suit for then-New York 
Knicks center Patrick Ewing. 
The 7-foot-1 basketball star 
spread the word about Mike's 
skills with a scissor and sewing 
needle, and others began 
seeking him out, including base- 
ball's Barry Bonds, ex-Knick 
Walt “Clyde” Frazier, United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan and former New York 
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 

"We've had others from 
WWE here," Ramchandari 
said, measuring his newest 
client. “Freddy Blassie, Giant 


was hungry, Big Show suggested going 
crosstown to The World, referring to 
WWE's entertainment complex in Times 
Square. 

We were standing just outside of Grand 
Central Station, a subway ride away from 
Peking duck in Chinatown, shrimp scampi 
in Little Italy, ribs and sweet potato pie 
in Harlem, and chopped liver and matzoh 
ball soup on the Lower East Side. But 
Big Show knew that he'd feel at home at 
The World. 

"In this business, you become a creature 
of habit," he explained. “We go to the 
same gyms, the same hotels, the same 
restaurants. You get hassled less when 
people know you. You know, it's a big 
deal when Bigfoot moves next door. But 
after you've lived there for a couple of 
months, and you realize that Bigfoot smells, 
you leave him alone." 

Aware that his appetite was difficult 
to contain, Show chose to have a snack 
before his journey across town: two franks 
and a hot sausage purchased from vendor 
Aba Alla Eizan's cart. 

It was late afternoon now, and fans 
from other parts of the New York metro 
area were starting to come into Manhattan 





for the evening's WWE show at Madison 
Square Garden. As Big Show crossed 
Broadway, he spotted some of those 
devotees, lined up and down the block 
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outside The World, hoping to catch a 
alimpse of their favorite Superstars before 
the event began. 

They were in luck. Bradshaw, Brock 
Lesnar, Shawn Stasiak and Harvard 
Chris Nowinski were already in the 
building, eating and joking in a private 
room. At one point, illusionist Criss 
Angel, the star of the Mindfreak show 
appearing at The World, joined the 
brawlers, apparently using his brain 
waves to bend a fork. 

In the middle of all this, Big Show 
managed to sneak into another room 
to grab a quick nap. Then—walking 
through the kitchen to avoid the 
hordes in front of the building— 
Show, accompanied by then-tag team 
partner X-Pac, slid into the van and 
drove eight blocks into Madison 
Square Garden's garage. 

The two were paired up against 
Goldust and Booker T. As soon as 
the bell sounded, a portly fan in the 
fourth row began heckling Big Show. 
Turning on the ring apron, Show 
eyed his tormentor, and said, loud 
enough for the entire section to hear, 


“Why don't you have another doughnut?” 

The response amused the crowd, and 
drew them further into the confrontation— 
no easy task, since the battle followed a 
spectacular ladder match between Rob 
Van Dam and Eddie Guerrero. To the 
credit of all four participants, the intensity 
level didn't wane. 

Later, in the dressing room, surrounded 
by fellow gladiators as well as visitors Mel 
Chancey and Chuck Zito—stars of the 
HBO series Oz—X-Pac discussed his 
strategy: “You have to understand the 
crowd. You can't start out jumping all over 
the place after a hot match like that. 
Don't try to outdo people. Start at your 
own pace and build interest." 

*As long as you have guys in the ring 
who the fans care about," Big Show 
added, "you'll be all right." 


ig Show began Sunday ambling 
Bess the lobby of the Marriott 
Marquis hotel and into Lindy's, a 
deli that bills itself as a classic slice of 


New York. After finishing a hamburger 
with Swiss cheese, Show tried some of 


(Left) WWE fans in New York's Times Square get a fhrill as Show enters 
The World, where he slips into the back for some quick shuteye (below). 





(Top) Show chats up fans in the lobby of the Marriott Marquis in midtown Manhattan 
before checking in. (Below) Show checks out the menu at the famous Lindy's Deli. 
Show opted for a hamburger with Swiss, and a sandwich to go. 


photographer Craig Melvin's corned beef, 
pastrami and salami sandwich. “Oh man, 
that's good," Show observed. "I'm going 
to need another one to go." 

Having forsaken the van for a limou- 
sine, Big Show—accompanied again by 
X-Pac—wedged himself into the back of 
the vehicle for the ride to the Mohegan 
Sun casino in Uncasville, Connecticut, 
where WWE was making its debut appear- 
ance. Despite the spaciousness of the 
luxury car, Show had to bend his neck 
when he sat upright in order not to 
bump his head. For much of the ride, 
he lay on the floor, propping his back 
against the seat, but never quite getting 
comfortable. 

Despite his notoriety in the mat wars, 
he vividly remembers that, not too long 
ago, he was a kid in Aiken, South Carolina, 
watching “Nature Boy” Ric Flair on TV. 
“Га play basketball and dunk on guys,” 
he reminisced, as the limo passed WWE 
corporate offices in Stamford, Connecticut. 
"Then, Га do the Ric Flair strut and go, 
“Woooooo!” 


Aided by his size, Show ended up 
playing center at Wichita State, then was 
introduced to the wrestling business by 
Danny Bonaduce, a former child star of 
TV's Partridge Family, and a DJ at the 
time. 

“There was a celebrity 
basketball game,” Show said, 
“and he used me as his secret 
weapon against Hulk Hogan 
and Jimmy Hart. Hulk pulled 
down my shorts in front of an 
arena full of people. Then, he 
told me, “You have a dollar sign 
on your forehead, and you don't 
even know it.’” 

Show began training at the 
Power Plant, the academy for 
the old WCW, then entered 
the organization billed as 
The Giant, the long-lost son of 
Andre. 

“I love stories about “Тһе 
Boss,” Show said, referring to 
Andre’s nickname. “Hulk has 
some memories of him. So 


does “Taker. I heard that when Andre 
got on a plane, he thought that every- 
thing around him was his. If someone 
else put a bag in the overhead compart- 
ment, Andre would take it out, hold it 
up, drop it in the aisle, and get back in 
his seat. No one ever said a word.” 

Because of his character, Show was 
immediately propelled to main events in 
WCW against the Hulkster After leaving 
WCW for WWE, Big Show won the 
WWE World Championship in a three- 
way match against Triple Н and The Rock. 
Looking back, he believes that he wasn’t 
ready for these landmarks, and the early 
triumphs resulted in a naive view of the 
industry. 

“Гуе heard that it takes you six years 
in this business before you can become a 
reliable talent,” he said. “Some guys, like 
Kurt Angle, pick it up faster. But it took 
me a lot longer to get my head in the 
game. | got thrown into the mix so fast 
that I didn’t have a chance to sit down 
апа think about priorities.” 

After WrestleMania XVI—where he 
took part in the main event, a four-way 
WWE Championship match against 
Triple H, The Rock and Mick Foley—the 
former titlist had a massive comedown. 
WWE management informed him that he 
was being sent to Ohio Valley Wrestling 
(OVW), a Kentucky-based developmental 
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territory, to rehab knee and shoulder 
injuries, and adjust his attitude. 

“That's where I saw the purity of this 
business,” he recollects, “what guys had 
to do to make it, hauling the ring around, 
working small towns for no money. I 
realized that this was something special, 
and | started to really love it.” 

Before his match at Mohegan Sun, 
Show leaned against the wall and uttered 
a prayer before heading to the ring. While 
he came out of the tag-team confrontation 
healthy, X-Pac was not so lucky, getting 
whiplashed by Booker's sidewalk slam 
and momentarily knocked out by his 
scissors kick. He managed to finish the 
match, but spent extra time in the training 
room afterwards. The next night, he 
appeared on Raw, though he didn't 
compete. 

Still, as the limousine rolled through the 
night from Mohegan Sun toward Boston— 








a midway point between 
Connecticut and Raw's 
Manchester, New Hampshire, 
location—X-Pac began feeling 
better and initiated a conver- 
sation about the mightiest men 
in WWE. He listed Big Show, 
Albert and Brock Lesnar. 
“But,” he hastened to add, 
“Mark Henry is, without a 
doubt, the strongest man on 
God's green earth.” 

Big Show chuckled, 
remembering confrontations 
with Henry in both WWE and 
OVW. “He's a good-hearted, 
fun guy,” Show pointed out. 
“But don't kid yourself. Get 
Mark Henry mad about some- 
thing, and he'll rip some poor 
в“ їп half.” 

Ironically, Show theorized, 
a powerhouse like Henry has 
probably spent as much of 
his life controlling his temper 
as training for strongman 
competitions. 





“I don't know why it is," he said, “but 
when you're big, you always get some 
jerk who wants to start a fight with you. 
I know it better than anybody. People 
think that if vou're big, you're slow and 
uncoordinated. They forget that I have a 
real nice overhand right, and a 50-pound 
fist that does a lot of damage." 

As X-Pac began to doze off, Show 
picked up his cell phone and checked in 
with his wife, Bess. 

“She's a beautiful Greek girl from 
Canada," he said when the call ended. 
"After we first met, I asked her if she 
wanted to go on the road with me, and 
she ended up staying for a year-and-a- 
half. Because she's been exposed to our 
environment, she understands my life. 
She's my best friend." 

Once, he found something personal 
of his wife's inadvertently packed into his 
bag. He now keeps it around as a good- 
luck charm. When he comes down the 
aisle during a live broadcast, he twists his 
right wrist, then his left wrist, then his 
right wrist again 一 a silent way of telling 
his wife, “I love you." 






































After starting the day in New York, 
Big Show was completely exhausted when 
he squeezed out of the limo in front of 
his Boston hotel. 

*My back is just shot," he mumbled. 
"Laying on the floor of this car is worse 
than some of the stuff I take in the ring." 

In the hotel room, he turned on the 
television and caught the beginning of the 
children's movie, Monsters, Inc. Instead 
of falling asleep, he watched the film until 
3:00 a.m. 


n Monday morning, he showed off 

his accommodations at the Holiday 

Inn. Although his feet hung off the 
edge of the king-sized bed, he claimed that 
he was able to rest comfortably, sleeping 
diagonally. At home, he and his wife 
sleep on a 90-inch custom-made bed that 
cost $11,000. 

In the bathroom, his head scraped 
against the ceiling, and he had to manu- 
айу manipulate the shower nozzle to 
moisten his body, then bend to wash his 
hair. Toilets *are always too damn small, 
but I just have to deal with it. 

For the trip to Manchester, Show 
rented a black Navigator, his “ride of 
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choice.” It was something that he needed 
on a day when he'd be appearing on live 
television. "TV's jacked,” he explained, 
steering the vehicle towards New 
Hampshire, “because I know I'm going 





to war right now." 

Big Show started the day as a member 
of the nWo, with X-Pac, Shawn Michaels 
and Kevin Nash. 


"It's a charming experience traveling 





with Paul," noted Nash, a crony of the 
leviathan since their WCW days. *No one 
can destroy a $60,000 rental car, hand- 
shifting and downshifting for 700 miles, 
quite like Big Show." 

The four convened at the Verizon 
Wireless Arena in the catering area, 
strategizing for Raw and watching a tape 
of the most recent SmackDown! Show 
was particularly intrigued by an altercation 
between Kurt Angle and John Cena, an 
old associate from OVW. 

"Doesn't he remind you of [former 
WCW star] Sting when he was young?" 
Big Show enthused. 

After napping on a dressing room 
couch, Show tracked down Drs. Paul 
Ciccone and Tom Pratt, specialists for the 
Manchester Monarchs hockey team, in 
order for them to manipulate his neck 
and shoulders. As Show lay, face down, 
on a mobilization table, the medics 





wrapped а towel around his neck апа 
pulled in unison, hoping to release а 
jammed joint. But Show's size, and the 
volume of beef between the joint and 
the surface of his body, made the chore 
difficult. But something was apparently 
loosened, and, when Show left the room, 
Nash grabbed his head and apparently 
twisted everything back into place. 

On Raw, Big Show rumbled with 
Booker T. The gregarious character we'd 
been riding with for two days disinte- 
grated, replaced by a growling, menacing 
giant. Lumbering into the ring, Show 
exhibited the mean streak that has made 
him feared in the ring, punishing Booker 
T before losing via count-out. 

Booker celebrated the win, doing his 
signature “spin-a-roonie” before rushing 
through the crowd and embracing fans, 
while Nash and Michaels descended on 
the ring. There was clearly trouble in 
paradise, as Nash took the microphone 
and reiterated an earlier pledge to beat 
down any nWo member who lost a con- 
test. He and Big Show began exchanging 
punches, before Michaels stepped between 
his partners, urging them to "kiss and 
make up." Then, as they clasped hands, 
Michaels zapped Show with a Superkick. 

With fans wondering about the man- 
monster's status, a groggy Show eventu- 
ally picked himself up off the mat and 
returned backstage, walking through the 
catacombs of the arena. Dripping with 


sweat, he lowered his body into an empty 
chair to rest. 

Spent from the last 72 hours, Big 
Show was now looking forward to the 
next 72: a trip home to Tampa and a 
quick getaway with his wife in Daytona 
Beach. But that time would end as 
quickly as our trip with Big Show came 
to a close. And another 72 hours of 
airplane rides, rental car counters, meals 
on the run, fans pressing their faces 
against car windows, and Superkicks, 
sidewalk slams and spinebusters would 
begin. W 


(Left) Big Show talks strategy with 
Michaels, Nash and X-Pac before the 
show. (Below) No athlete in the world 
today fills an aisle like Big Show. 
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WENGEANC 


Tag Team Tables Match | 2m 
Bubba Ray Dudley | dud 0 IA 
& Spike Dudley def. | vid 
Eddie Guerrero € Chris Benoit 














The high-intensity duo of Benoit and Guerrero took 
on Bubba Ray and Spike in a match made in Dudley- 
ville—a tables match. Benoit and Guerrero were far 
from intimidated, however, and took control of the 
match early, forcing the Dudleyz to save each other 
from going through tables and being eliminated. 
Benoit later locked Spike in the Crippler Crossface, but 
the match continued even though Spike was desper- 
ately tapping. Shortly after Bubba saved Spike from 
the excruciating hold, Spike eliminated Guerrero by 
giving him a Dudley Dog from the apron and through 
a table on the floor. Benoit appeared to have control of 
Bubba inside the ring, and set up a table. But during 
an attempt to send Bubba through it with a German 
suplex, Bubba reversed and clinched the match by 
Bubba-Bombing Benoit through the table. 
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Cruiserweight Championship Match 


Jamie Noble with Nidia 
def. Billy Kidman 





Jamie Noble's Cruiserweight title was in danger from the bar. Kidman overcame the injury and kept Noble back on his 
get-go against the impressive Billy Kidman, who seemed to heels for much of the match, and gained enough of an advan- 
have an answer for every one of Noble's moves. Noble fled to tage to try to finish Noble with a Shooting-Star Press. Noble 
the outside and used Nidia as a human shield, which allowed managed to roll out of the way, and soon after devastated 
him to attack Kidman and injure his arm with a modified arm- Kidman with a powerbomb to retain his championship. 






European Championship Match 


Jeff Hardy def. William Regal 












Regal was out for revenge on Jeff, who had defeated him a 
week earlier for his much-coveted European title. Just like their first 
matchup, Jeff's lightning-fast, high-flying attack took a heavy toll 
on Regal, until Regal lifted his knees to block a Swanton Bomb. 
Regal heavily worked over Jeff, keeping him grounded with 
punishing fists and forearms. Regal seemed well on his way to 
regaining the title when Jeff shocked him with a schoolboy rollup 
and pin, sending a tearful Regal back up the ramp in defeat. 


Intercontinental Championship Match 


Rob Van Dam def. 


“Mr. Pay-Per-View” and “The Next Big Thing” had another 
classic showdown. Lesnar utilized all of his superhuman strength 
to punish Van Dam and keep him on the mat, but the resilient 
Van Dam took to the air early and often against the massive 
Lesnar. RVD took control with a Rolling Thunder and a Five- 
Star Frogsplash. Later, he looked poised for the win when he 
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Brock Lesnar with Paul Heyman Via DÛ 


reversed Lesnar's F-5 attempt into a DDT and then landed the 
Frogsplash, but Paul Heyman pulled the ref from the ring after 
a two-count, thus getting Lesnar disqualified. After the bell, 
RVD went for a Van Terminator, but Heyman held RVD's 
leg long enough for Lesnar to grab him and land an F-5 on a 
steel chair. 










John Gena def. 
Chris Jericho 


Before the match, the ever-cocky Jericho vowed 
to end the career of the promising newcomer 
Cena, but soon found himself in a true dogfight. 
Cena took advantage of a showboating Jericho 
and took over the match with a dropkick to the 
solar plexus and a belly-to-belly suplex. Jericho 
reasserted himself with a bulldog and a Lionsault, 
but rather than go for an almost-certain pin, he 
taunted Cena and tried to get him to his feet to 
finish him with the Walls of Jericho. Cena, how- 
ever, quickly rolled up Jericho as he went for the 
submission, and pinned the first-ever Undisputed 
Champion in a major upset. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Booker T def. Big Show 





Booker T literally faced the biggest challenge of his 
WWE career when he locked up with the mammoth 
Big Show. The man with the largest hands in the business 
dealt out serious abuse, punishing the Bookerman with 
punches and open-handed slaps to the chest. Show 
also countered Booker's chairshot attempt by merely 
driving his fist into the chair, sending it back into 
Booker's face. But Booker pulled out all the stops in this 
no-DQ match, choking the big man with a camera cable, 
smashing him with a TV monitor and blasting him 
through a table with a vicious scissors kick. Both men 
clambered back into the ring, where Booker unveiled 
his acrobatic Houston Hangover 360-degree leg drop 
from the top rope to finish off Big Show. 
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Gena, Orton, Nowinski 
& Batista lead the way 


Dur Superstars will 
surely let you know 


It's that time ЇЇ ШЇ ЇЇ 
folks, pull out yoi pen ІШІ 





Tag Team Championship Match 


Christian € Lance Storm def. 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan & Edge 


After forcing the Detroit crowd to endure their anti- 
American rhetoric, Christian and Lance Storm set about 
the business of lifting the tag titles from Hogan and Edge. 
Christian and Storm dominated Edge in the early going, 
but Edge tagged in Hogan, who brought the crowd 
to its feet by Hulking up and crushing Christian with a 
big boot and legdrop. Storm, however, made the save 
to preserve the match. Fellow anti-American Test inter- 
fered by attacking Edge, but was driven out by Rikishi. 
Edge speared Storm and laid him out, but Chris Jericho 
ran in to aid his compatriots from the Great White 
North and plastered Edge with one of the tag belts, 
allowing Storm to roll up Edge for the pinfall and 
championship. 
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WWE Undisputed Championship Triple-Threat Match 
The Rock def. Kurt Angle and Undertaker 


After a staredown between Undertaker and The Rock, both men attacked Angle. The 
American Hero took The Rock down with a series of suplexes, but the “Great One” scored 
a DDT and near-fall on Angle. The next near-fall belonged to ‘Taker, who crushed 
The Rock with a sidewalk slam. But the “Great One” shocked Big Evil with a chokeslam, 
and would have scored a pin if Angle hadn't made the save. The Rock then turned 
Angle's own Ankle Lock against him, but Angle escaped and hammered the “Brahma 

` Bull" with his own Rock Bottom. Angle resorted to using a steel chair on ‘Taker, but was 
still unable to pin the Deadman. The Rock nearly won with a Sharpshooter on Angle, 
but was thwarted by ‘Taker, who then nailed The Rock with a Last Ride and went for 
the cover, only to get caught in Angle's crushing Ankle Lock. "Taker countered and went 
for a Last Ride on Angle, but the American Hero reversed it into a Triangle Choke and 
appeared to have Big Evil finished. The three warriors continued to destroy one another 
with their respective finishers, until Angle nailed "Taker with an Angle Slam. Instead of 
going for the pin, he stopped to celebrate, giving The Rock an opening to give him a 
Rock Bottom and collect his unprecedented seventh WWE Championship. 


Еһе Real 


Rey Mysterio, Jr. Sets the 
Cruiserweight Division on Fire 


By Anthony Cali 


Rey Mysterio, Jr. has arrived and the Cruiserweight | stature, he was initially asked to compete with midgets (known 
Division may never be the same again. in Mexico as minis). Before long however, his ability far out- 

For years, fans and insiders have wondered what impact | shined his diminutive size, and he moved up to the cruisers 
Mexico's premier luchadore Rey Mysterio, Jr. would make in | weight division. After a few years of success, he earned the 
World Wrestling Entertainment; now we're about to find out. | respect of his uncle and was given his current mask, as well as 
Will the cruiserweights be able to withstand his onslaught or will | the privilege of carrying on the Mysterio name; 
they all be revealed as poseurs? Working for the. Mexico: 

With Mysterio now an based ААА wrestling organi- 
active competitor, cruiser- zation opened many doors for 
ysterio, as he not only com- 
peted there, but in Japan as 
well—all the while picking 
up various Japanese. wrestling 
echniques and molding them 





weights beware. After all, this 
business is in his blood; 
he's aspired to be a WWE 
Superstar for as long as he 





can remember. Watching his 
uncle Rey Mysterio, Sr., and into one unique style. Word 
other Mexican legends like Mil of Mysterio's ability spread to 
Mascaras and Perro Aguayo |М ә ‘ 3 Bil the U.S., and he soon debuted 
perform, the younger Mysterio in Extreme Championship 
always hoped to one day don Wrestling (ECW), engaging in 
he mask and keep the family numerous battles with fellow: 
Mexican luchadores as well 
as several American athletes. 
But, it was in WCW where 
he gained the most fame and 
became a true international 
superstar. 

With his slight frame and 
build, he was a sharp juxtaposi- 
tion to the giant competitors 
that audiences had marveled 
at for so many years. More 
importantly, Mysterio was some- 
one who many American 
wrestling fans could relate to— 
an undersized underdog who. 
was almost always at a distinct 


Ten 











name alive. 

“Around the age of eight, 
remember getting in the ring 
with my uncle and practicing 





with a bunch of guys he was 
raining who were in their 
ate teens to early 205,” says 
ysterio. “So, I started pretty 
young.” 

At age 15, Mysterio made 
1is professional wrestling 








debut, wearing a much differ- 
ent mask than he wears today 
and using the name “Colibri"— 
which in English means hum- 
mingbird. Because of his small 
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height and weight disadvantage. His blurring speed, amazing 
agility and vast array of innovative maneuvers made him an 
overnight sensation, and in 1996, WCW launched a cruiser 
weight division specifically for him and his peers to compete in 
Within months, Mysterio defeated Dean Malenko for his first 
American championship. Throughout the rest of his WCW 
tenure, he went on to defeat other talented light-heavyweights 
such as Eddie Guerrero, Billy Kidman and Juventud Guerrera 
Іп all, he captured the title an unprecedented five times. 

Perhaps one of the more shocking moments in Mysterio's 
career came іп 1999 at WCW's SuperBrawl IX, when he and 
longtime friend Konnan teamed up to face the Outsiders (Scott 
Hall and Kevin Nash). The stipulations of the match were that 
if Mysterio's team won, nWo valet Miss Elizabeth would have 
her head shaved, but if his team lost, Mysterio would have to 
unmask at the match's conclusion. After a Razor's Edge by Hall, 
Nash easily pinned the prone Mysterio and referee Nick Patrick 
stood guard as Konnan helped unlace the back of Mysterio's 
mask. 

With his pride wounded and his heritage somewhat dis 
honored. Mysterio forged ahead. Instead of sulking over his 
lost mystique, he reinvented himself and actually increased his 
intensity as he attempted to gain revenge for the piece o 
“libre legacy stolen from him. A revitalized Mysterio went on an 
unprecedented winning streak and began crumbling men twice 
his size. Mysterio quickly earned the nickname “Giant Killer” by 
defeating behemoths like Bam Bam Bigelow, Scott Norte 
even his colossal tormentor, Kevin Nash. 

Not long after his unmasking, Mysterio joined his good 
friend Billy Kidman and Latino brethren Konnan and Eddie 
Guerrero to form a group called the “Filthy Animals.” Mysterio 
quickly flourished as a tag team competitor, capturing the WCW 
Tag Titles-on three separate occasions with three differen 
partners. as well as teaming with Kidman for a brief reign with 
he Short lived Cruiserweight Tag Team Championship. Bu 
when WCW was purchased in March 2001, Mysterio decided 
fo take some much needed time off to rest his body and spenc 
quality time with his family. 

"After not being there for abou І returned to 
Mexico and worked Mexico City. I worked for both AAA anc 
Arena Mexico а rival organization considered the capital of 
Mexican wrestling." says Mysterio. *The fans were really great. 
Instead of seeing me as a traitor who left Mexico City to work 
in the States, they reacted really well at seeing me again. After 
that, I worked in Puerto Rico and did some independent shows 
іп the US. to keep myself sharp. But my main goal was always 
coming to work here." 

As a sign of his resurgence in WWE, Mysterio has chosen 
to once again don his mask as he looks to restore glory to the 
luchadores. 

"It's been so long since somebody from Mexico has 
come to WWE and made a significant impact. Back in the 
early 1980s there was Mil Mascaras, then Tito Santana and 
today there's Eddie Guerrero, but I'm looking to take it to 


lucha 








n, and 





SiX years, 














the next step as only I can do,” Mysterio says. “I have a mind 


for the luchadore style, and I'm one of the best at introducing 


new, awe-inspiring moves to the American audience...and 


beyond." W 


Making an immediate impact on WWE is going to be 
difficult as many of Rey Mysterio, Jr.'s old foes, as well as 
some new cruiserweight competition will be looking to 
outshine and outmaneuver him. W Magazine recently 
asked Mysterio his opinion about some of the Superstars 
he'll be encountering inside a WWE ring. 


The Hurricane 

I clashed with him in WCW when he was known as 
"Sugar" Shane Helms, and I'm definitely looking forward 
to mixing it up with him again and shoting him that I 
don't need a cape to fly. 


Jamie Noble 
He's one tough, aggressive.and*foc used-individual. 


Billy Kidman 

Billy and I go way back. We've been partners and 
opponents. I know that our paths are going to meet 
again, and-Lteally look forward to it because he's an; 
unbelievable athlete. 


Kevin Nash y 
He's one big competitor, and we go back to a turning 


point in career when he toók a part of me. But at 
the same time, I flourished frám our rivalry, and I'm all 
the better for it. 


i is one of the toughest in the business, and his 
kicking ability, combined with a strong Japanese tech- 
nique, makes him a:dangerous competitor. I actually | 
enjoy watching him pull off some of those moves, айа 
I think he is going tó be great competition. 


Eddie Guerrero | 

He's a classy wrestler who has everything from A to Z. 
He's a mat wrestler, an aerial wrestler, and he can adapt 
to any style whether it be Mexican, Japanese, orA 
Гре got a lot of respect for him. 


1erican. 


Chavo Guerrero, Jr. 

Again, he's got it all and-comes fróm a family rich in 
wrestling tradition. He's got all the skills it takes. Mv 
first matches here in" WWE [at untelevised events] were 

: against Chavo,-Jr-añd; ше really tore the house down. 
I hopé we can do it again. 
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1. The Intercontinental title 





has its roots in what 

long-defunct WWE title? 

2 а. North American 
Championship 

J b. International 
Championship 

J c. Martial Arts 
Championship 


. Who enjoyed the longest 
Intercontinental title 
reign of all time? 

2 a. Magnificent 
Muraco 

У b. Randy Savage 

2 c. Honky Tonk Man 





3. Who spent the most 


time as Intercontinental 
Champion? (Hint: He was 
a two-time champ.) 

J a. Tito Santana 

J b. The Rock 

J c. Pedro Morales 


4. Who holds the dubious 


2 Who was the first 、 


distinction of the shortest 
Intercontinental reign of 
all time? (Hint: It was a 
matter of seconds.) 

J а. The Mountie 

2 b. Dean Douglas 

J c. Edge 


Superstar to capture 

the IC title outside of 

the United States? 

J a. British Bulldog 

b. Kerry Von Erich 

J c. Greg “The Hammer" 
Valentine 


L 


Л 


‚ Мате {һе first Superstar 


to simultaneously hold 
the IC and Tag Team 
Championships. 

Ч a. Diesel 

J b. Ultimate Warrior 
J c. Jeff Jarrett 


The classic version of the Intercontinental Championship belt, 
active from 1985 to 1998. 
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. The record-holder for most Intercontinental Championship 
reigns is , Who held the title _ times 


between 1995 and 1999. His first win came over __ 
and his last over 


= 





. The manager with the most Intercontinental titlists to 


his credit is ___ , who led three men to the gold 
between 1984 and 1991. These men were 
_and 


E 





. The only man ever to win the World title while 


Intercontinental Champion was ___, Who defeated 
for the WWE Championship at WrestleMania 





. The IC crown was vacant for the first time in 1990. In the 


finals of a tournament to fill that vacancy, _ beat 
to win the title. 


. The youngest Intercontinental titleholder of all time was 


‚who was years old when he beat 
for the championship in 1997. 


. The Intercontinental Championship was unified with 


the WCW United States Championship last year at 
EU . The IC champ at the time was 
and he was beat by U.S. champ 
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Here's the proof: 

The six matches that prove 
he really is the best in the 
business. A must-have for 
any Triple Н" fan. 


vs. Vince McMahon” 
PEL TI 12.12.99 


vs. Cactus Jack" 

Royal Rumble’ X 1.23.00 
| vs. Chris Jericho” 
Fully Loaded" 员 7.23.00 


vs. The Rock: vs. Kurt Angle” 
= ‘SummerSlam’ # 8.27.00 


vs. Stone Cold Steve Austin” 
No Way Out" 员 2.25.01 





DVD Extras include: 


* Background histories Triple H” Returns 
leading up to all six matches. Вам” X 1.7.02 


+ Narrated by bou " a vs. Chris Jericho” 
• З hours of Triple H™ action! WrestleMania" X8 '% 3.17.02 


Available at: Е | W 
©2002 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. j WWE.COM Wannen}. 









SPECTER is haunting WWE 一 the specter of ВАТ1$ТА. 
Allthe powers of WWE have entered into an unholy 
alliance to exorcise this specter: HOLLYWOOD 
HULK HOGAN, THE ROCK, UNDERTAKER and 
ВОВ VAN DAM 一 friend and foe are all aligned 
for the moment. So says a man who not so quietly refers to 
himself as the GREATEST MIND in sports-entertainment today. 
Is he correct? And why should all these Superstars be watching 
Batista? Didn't this same loud mouth also state that there is 
SECURITY in numbers? And, what about BROCK LESNAR? 
Everyone should know by SURVIVOR SERIES. 

Might we soon have some prominent FRENCH-speaking 
Superstars on WWE television? I, THE INFORMER, have been in 
contact with both my Quebecois and 
European sources. They report that 
an extremely large Francophile is just 
a formality away from coming to 
WWE. Both STEPHANIE McMAHON 
and ERIC BISCHOFF spent consider- 
able time and resources in the early 
fall, trying to convince this REVOLU- 
TIONARY figure to sign with them. 
And no, they didn't travel to Canada 
or France—they met with him in 
AFRICA! 

Don't be surprised if JEFF HARDY 
is soon on top of the music charts. 
He's already cut his first CD, and 
reports from Billboard Magazine 
insiders indicate that it has the 
potential to go GOLD, or possibly 
PLATINUM! | wonder if this will 
enrage a few of the more musically 
inclined Superstars on the roster? |, 
the Informer, can think of one or two obvious candidates. 

|, the Informer, have learned that LITA is doing well and is 
well on her way to returning to the ring. She's very grateful 
for all the support she's received from her fans, and she can't 
wait to get back in the ring and win the WWE Women's 
Championship for them. 

CHRIS NOWINSKI turned down an offer to speak at his 
alma mater's December commencement ceremonies. Apparently, 
he was incensed at not being included in the list of Harvard's 
top-10 graduates of all-time. He did receive honorable mention 
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апа was listed among 
the two percent of 
all Harvard graduates 
with a 4.0 grade-point 
average, but still took 
umbrage at being left 
off the top-10 list. 

JAMIE NOBLE and 
NIDIA purchased a 
new double-wide. To celebrate the occasion, they hosted a 
party for all their new neighbors and ended up in a bit of 
trouble. lt seems that things got a bit out of hand during a 
mudpit belly-flop contest when a 250-pound woman 
splashed into the mudhole and splat- 
tered mud all over Noble's prized 
1974 Ford pickup truck. Reports are 
sketchy, but from what |, the 
Informer, could glean from the local 
sheriff's office, Noble came very close 
to being incarcerated after heaving 
the more than 80 pounds of bologna 
that he had bought for the party all 
over this poor woman. 

What were REY MYSTERIO and 
KURT ANGLE talking about backstage 
at a recent SMACKDOWN”? Could one 
be fooling the other, or could an 
ALLIANCE have been made? And who 
would they be worried about? Could 
it be a common NEMESIS that both 
still hold grudges against? 

A very DEVIOUS former Tag Team 
Champion has informed me that 
TAJIRI and FUNAKI are trying very 
hard to convince one of their long-time associates to make his 
presence felt in WWE. Unfortunately, my satellite connection 
with him broke up just as he was about to elaborate on the 
situation, and | lost touch with him. But | promise to follow 
up on the matter and will provide the details in next month's 
column. 

And finally, VICTORIA is turning quite a few heads lately. 
Could RUMBLINGS of a MASTER PLAN by PAUL HEYMAN 
be coming to fruition? 

Until next time, this has been...the Informer. W 
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land in Los Angeles and get in a 
limo on the way to the Late Late 
Show with Craig Kilborn. As l'm 
driving, my phone rings; it's WWE 
executive producer Kevin Dunn. 
He asks me if I've heard the concept 
for a new show they're doing on 
MTV called Tough Enough. | said no. 
He explained it and asked me to 
be the trainer for the show, along 
with Al Snow. That was in January 
2001. 

When | first heard it, | wasn't 
crazy about the idea. But | didn't 
tell Kevin Dunn that (this dog ain't 
stupid, you know). 1 didn't like it. It 
went against all the "old-school" 
ethics and values of the business | 
was raised on. To me, going on 
television and showing fans how 
you train someone to be a profes- 
sional wrestler was taboo. You don't 
expose that. 

But | was wrong. 

Now, heading into Tough Enough 3, 
seeing what Tough Enough has done 
for WWE and for the industry, I'm all 
behind Tough Enough. And | realized 
that at the end of the first season, 
when | got in the ring with a kid named 
Maven. A kid | trained along with Al 
Snow. A kid who just had “it.” The 
electricity in his body and in his 
eyes before he walked though that 
curtain, because he was literally living a 
dream, was awesome. And | was lucky 
enough to be a part of that dream, 
not only wrestling him, but training 
him. The kid is a star now. He's not a 
kid, he's a man. | am so proud of peo- 
ple like Maven, Nidia, Chris Nowinski, 
Linda Miles and Jackie Gayda. 

Chris Nowinski is a perfect example 
of a guy who didn't even win Tough 
Enough, but ended up signing a contract 
with WWE because we found another 


























star. Josh Matthews is another guy who 
we spotted from Tough Enough 1. 
The momentum this show has built, 
along with the power of WWE's TV 
monster, is unparalleled by anything 
else in reality TV. 

To me, MTV has nothing to do with 
the success of Tough Enough. It's all 
from the WWE television monster, 
because of people like John "Big" 
Gaburick and Al Snow. "Big" is the 
mastermind behind Tough Enough; he 
puts everything together, comes up 
with the concepts and theories, and is 
“new-school” but with “old-school” 
values. 

Al Snow as the lead trainer is doing 
a phenomenal job. | was happy to 
work with him on Tough Enough 1. Al 
and | have two different methods of 
training people. | don't agree with all 
his methods, but they work. He con- 
nects with the kids and with the fans 
and parents at home. | probably come 
across more on the hard-ass side. That's 








just the way | am, and it works for 
me. Al Snow’s tactics work for 
him, WWE and Tough Enough. He's 
responsible for so much of the suc- 
cess of the Tough Enough alumni 
| mentioned earlier. 

Tough Enough is also responsible 
for showing new sides of veterans 
like Jacqueline, Ivory, Bob Holly, 
Chavo Guerrero and Hugh Morrus. 
You get to see other sides of these 
Superstars. And some of these 
instructors have gotten more TV time 
on SmackDown! and Raw because 
of Tough Enough. 

With all these kids coming out 
of Tough Enough and showing up 
on Raw and SmackDown!, we've 
only seen one mishap in the ring. 
One nameless winner who had one 
bad outing. Everybody's entitled 
to one bad match, and "т sure that 
person will work through it and 
become a success. 

Tough Enough has broken the “old- 
school” stigma in the industry. Tough 
Enough is changing the business, 
changing the industry. It's almost scary 
how the business is being changed. 
It's weird to see so many Tough 
Enough graduates, winners—what- 
ever you want to call them—in the 
locker rooms of SmackDown! and Raw. 

As one of the SmackDown! announc- 
ers, | can't explain how proud | am 
when | sit there and talk about a 
Maven or a Nidia. And | know | can 
speak for John Gaburick, WWE and А! 
Snow when I say Tough Enough is truly 
changing the industry, and the minds 
of some of the "old-school" WWE vet- 
erans. They see this is the new breed of 
sports-entertainment performer. 

Tough Enough 3 is here. So, who 
will be the next breakout star on 
SmackDown! and Raw? W. 
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№ 2 = 2 ы = ЗАРУ 
Special delivery, one Bandicoot. The Wrath of Cortex comes to Nintendo GameCube. With super-fast 
load times, explosive action and Game Boy” Advance connectivity, Crash is breaking out of the Cube, 


crashbandicoot.com 


"Crash Bandicoot: The Wrath of Cortex" interactive game © 2002 Universal Interactive, Inc. Crash Bandicoot and related characters ™ and © Universal Interactive, Inc. All rights reserved. TM, ® and the Nintendo GameCube logo are trademarks of Nintendo. 
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